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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text47: No. We are a liberal arts college. Technology and engineering courses are not normally part of a liberal arts college curriculum.
	Text48: Yes, to an extent. (See http://www.stolaf.edu/about/sustainability/education.html and http://www.stolaf.edu/depts/environmental-studies/courses/)
	Text49: Robert Jacobel, Physics, recipient of thirteen major grants from the NSF Office of Polar Programs for his research on climate change. 1988 recipient of the U.S. Antarctic Service Medal from the National Science Foundation. Mike Swift, Biology, published research on lake/river contamination and freshwater mussel growth.Diane Angell, Biology, published research on the effects of prairie restoration on small rodents.Charles Umbanhower Jr., Biology, published research on paleoecology and impact of land-use changeon lake sediments.
	Text50: Yes. The St. Olaf Center for Geophysical Studies of Ice and Climate, a National Science Foundation-sponsored research project, engages faculty and students in important climate change research in West Antarctica, Mount Veniaminof, Alaska, and Storglaciaren in arctic Sweden. 
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	Text58: Yes. We purchase all furnishings blanket wrapped. The campus food service also buys full bulk items with the lowest amount of packaging. For example, cases of ketchup in bags instead of #10 Cans. 
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	Text60: Yes. Although St. Olaf is a largely self-contained residential college, the college provides a free shuttle which runs several afternoons and evenings a week and connects campus to businesses and entertainment in downtown Northfield (especially those that are not within easy walking distance). Rides on the city's Northfield Transit system can be arranged for other times, with the college offering free bus tokens to students. A free co-op bus for students also runs to the Twin Cities on weekends as does a new for-profit bus service linking campus and the airport, Mall of America, etc.
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	Text70: Yes.
	Text71: Yes. All food waste (100 percent) from the college's food services operation – prep, production, line, and plate – is collected and composted in an on-campus in-vessel system. This comes to nearly 175 tons annually. Drop off points and collection systems at all eating venues collect food waste and paper products for processing. 
	Text72: Not formally.However, many practices in place target waste-reduction. For example, the college's food services operation offers a reusable bag for its bag lunch area and provides a discount on the coffee price to students and guests bringing their own mugs. Reusable coffee mugs are sold on site to further encourage the practice. A water station is provided at the food pick up point to encourage students to fill their water containers for free, thereby helping to reduce the purchasing of bottled water.
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	Text74: While not part of the mission statement or governing documents of the college, a commitment to environmental stewardship and sustainablity is clearly identified as central to identity of the college. (See http://www.stolaf.edu/about/ and http://www.stolaf.edu/about/sustainability/ and http://www.stolaf.edu/green/report/index.html).
	Text75: The Assistant Vice President for Facilities serves in a de facto capacity as the administration's sustainability coordinator. This person sits on the president's cabinet and is also the administration's liaison to the St. Olaf Sustainability Task Force, a body consisting of students, faculty, and staff. There is also a faculty governance Environmental Concerns – Land Use Subcommittee.
	Text76: No.  St. Olaf has developed, however, its own Sustainable Design Guidelines that are incorporated into contracts for builders, architects and engineers. While unique to St. Olaf, the guidelines are generally at a level that would produce a LEED Gold certified building if registered. Major new construction and renovations will be registered with the USGBC and have Gold certification as their goal. New buildings and major renovations at St. Olaf are also designed using Xcel Energy’s Energy Design Assistance program guidelines and incentives.
	Text77: The college recently conducted a carbon emissions inventory that provides a baseline for improvements and steps toward further reductions.
	Text78: Yes. St. Olaf has achieved a very low carbon-per-student rate of seven metric tons (2008). Also,the 2008 peak natural gas steam flow equaled that of 1988, despite adding 600,000 square feet ofbuilding space on campus during that period.
	Text79: Yes, see http://www.stolaf.edu/offices/treasurer/investment.html  (This site is still a work in progress).
	Text80: The Investment Committee does not have a specific environmental responsibility mandate or subcommittee. However, environmental considerations have been part of recent decisions concerning investments.
	Text81: Yes. For example, St. Olaf recently made a commitment to a "Clean Tech" fund, a private equity fund that invests in companies doing innovative work in clean energy (solar, wind), clean water, and alternative fuel sources for automobiles, to name but a few. It is expected that as opportunities arise, similar investment decisions will be made in the future.
	Text82: Now a campus organizer for the Minnesota Public Interest Research Group, Amber Collett '07 was co-leader of the student Environmental Coalition and appointed student naturalist for the St. Olaf Natural Lands. She served as a field organizer for Green Corps and the Minnesota Think Outside the Bottle campaign to ban bottled water, which won the endorsement of the mayor of Minneapolis.
	Text83: Yes. Each year, the student Environmental Coalition helps organize Earth Week activities and sponsors the Minnesota College Energy Wars, a concerted effort to reduce energy consumption by college students at more than a dozen campuses across the state. Student volunteers also led St. Olaf participation in Focus the Nation, an initiative involving 1,000 campuses and designed to inform college students and other communities about the realities of global climate change and about constructive responses to it.
	Text84: Yes. For several decades, St. Olaf has been involved in restoring natural habitats on neighboring lands owned by the college. In all, St. Olaf College's Natural Lands contain nearly 325 acres of restored native tailgrass prairie, wetlands, and woodlands adjoining the campus, providing an ideal outdoor laboratory for the sciences and environmental preservation. Since 1992 alone, 17 wetlands and 150 acres of native prairie have been restored. A reforestation project has resulted in more than 40,000 tree seedlings and nursery stock being planted by students. In addition to restoration, neighboring farmland owned by the college has been converted from conventional tillage to no-till agriculture. (See http://www.stolaf.edu/academics/naturallands/)
	Text85: Custodial supplies have been converted to Green Seal certified materials, eliminating a large family of chemicals from campus buildings. Residence hall renovations will remove vinyl tiles, replacing them in student rooms with hypo-allergenic carpet tiles that are made with recycled material and are themselves recyclable. Vinyl tiles in corridors are being replaced with quarry tiles, eliminating strippers, waxes, and other surface finishes.
	Text86: Yes. Among those are: St. Olaf environmental studies and biology faculty and students have been instrumental in supporting the research projects of the Cannon River Watershed Partnership, which is concerned with water quality and agricultural and urban runoff for a watershed that drains 1,460 square miles of land in southeastern Minnesota. Local elementary and middle school students regularly participate in environmental programs/tours of the St. Olaf Natural Lands, coordinated and led by St. Olaf student naturalists. (See http://www.stolaf.edu/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=NewsDetails&id=4820)
	Text87: In 2009 Xcel Energy, a leading provider of energy in eight states, recognized St. Olaf College for its efforts at improving energy efficiency. St. Olaf was included in Xcel’s "Top Ten" list for having saved 6.91 million kWh the previous year and was ranked No. 1 in natural gas efficiency, with 417,840 therms saved. (See http://www.stolaf.edu/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=NewsDetails&id=4674)
	Text88: St. Olaf College is one of the first undergraduate institutions in the nation to fully embrace "green chemistry" in its science curriculum and to construct a major facility — Regents Hall of Natural and Mathematical Sciences — around its principles and practices. Laboratory experiments use water-based and nontoxic chemicals, and more efficient processes generate less waste, which limits dependence on energy-intensive fume hoods. (See http://fusion.stolaf.edu/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=NewsDetails&id=2446)Each year the St. Olaf Environmental Studies Department chooses a junior or senior student who is familiar with the environment around campus and the Northfield area to be the college's student naturalist. Student naturalists are responsible for leading field trips, organizing tree plantings and other restoration activities on campus, and creating environmental education opportunities for the local community.A student focused Clean Energy Revolving Fund was created in the spring of 2008. The Student Government Association allocated $5,000 seed money to the fund. The fund has an appointed board of four faculty/staff and four students who will receive project proposals and evaluate them for selection and funding. Energy savings will be calculated, and the projected savings will be re-directed to the fund by the college from the appropriate utility budget for a period of five years.Sustainability literacy is evaluated during Week One of the freshman year for comparison at graduation, and the student-run Environmental Coalition sponsors an Environmental Awareness workshop each year for first-year students. There are about 15 environmentally focused student organizations and clubs that operate under the umbrella of the Environmental Coalition. They are working to develop this as an ongoing January Interim course, with the credit being cumulative and including the actual work.The Student Government Association has created a seat for an environmental senator in the Student Senate and the first senator was elected in the spring of 2008.


